 
How do we measure our goals/progress?
Scholarship Program:   The Special Operations Warrior Foundation is able to achieve its first goal through a unique scholarship and counseling program that proactively contacts every child eligible and advises them that we will provide the funding for a four-year college degree.  Through this communication process, the foundation established a relationship with the families of fallen warriors within 30 days of notification of a fatality.  We then remain in contact with children and families throughout the years prior to the students becoming college age through birthday cards and Christmas cards and invitations to foundation events.  When the students reach high school, the communications lean towards encouraging the students  attending college.  
Last year, 25 high school graduates were eligible to receive funding from the foundation, joining the 100 students already enrolled in colleges and universities.  All of the children were contacted by the foundation and we were notified of their intentions.  Twenty one children enrolled for the Fall semester, two entered the military, and two have not yet decided.  We will continue to work with them encouraging them to enroll in college or other post secondary educational institutions.
In addition, the foundation conducts a survey on its students to determine if their needs are being me.  Specific areas surveyed are:  the financial aid process; how helpful was the foundation; and what more can the foundation do to better assist the students with collge needs? The feedback received by our students is overwhelmingly positive, with 97%  rating the foundation with the top score of 10 for how well we assist them in the college financial aid process.  
Some of the comments from the students:
"Without SOWF, I would not be school."
"You are doing an amazing job.  You don't need to change a thing."
 For more comments see Student Testimonials
Wounded Special Ops Support:  The Special Operations Warrior Foundation provides a $2,000 stipend to the families of severely wounded special operations personnel to cover the immediate needs families face when their loved one is hospitalized.  The funds, which are sent overnight, allow the families to overcome the immediate costs of airline tickets, child care, rental cars. hotels and meals until more permanent assistance can be provided.  
The Foundation sends a survey to each of the recipients to determine program effectiveness.  The respondents are asked how the $2,000 grant helped them or their family; was there anything that they needed during the recovery process that was not provided; and any suggestions to improve our program.
Some of the comments are below:
"I would not change anything in your program.  I did not expect such generosity, but I am truly grateful because it helped cover expenses that my mother incurred during her 14-hour travels to come visit me in the hospital."
"The grant helped pay for travel and hotel expenses upfront while away from home and at the hospital."
"Thanks so much.  The grant program is great.  I was able to put my parents in a hotel while I was in the hospital. I was also able to purchase physical therapy stuff that helps out my knee."    

Meeting with the families and military we serve.
In addition to the newsletters and annual report we attend Family Readiness Group conferences, luncheons, and other meetings held at various special operations bases.   These meetings give an opportunity to speak with the families directly and discuss what other needs they may have and how we can assist.  The interaction with the military Family Readiness Groups solidifies the bond between us and the military units we serve.  It vitally important for every member serving in special operations to know what the services we provide. These meetings allow us to explain personally to the people who the family programs for the special operations units.
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